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The center-right Partido Accion Nacional (PAN) has initiated a minor nationalistic debate by
proposing to modify the country's formal name to simply "Mexico." Currently, the country
is formally known as Estados Unidos Mexicanos, or the United Mexican States. The proposal
was offered in late January by Deputy Felipe Calderon, the PAN floor leader in the Chamber of
Deputies. "This would be a way to identify with our own Mexican nationality, not some other
country's," said Calderon, in introducing the resolution.
This is the second attempt by the PAN in recent history to change the formal name of the country.
In the 1970's, a legislator for the party proposed legislation to rename the country to Republica
Mexicana, or Mexican Republic. That proposal was never seriously considered. The former
governing Partido Revolucionario Institucional (PRI) immediately dismissed Calderon's proposal as
a political ploy during an election year, with key congressional and gubernatorial races scheduled on
July 6. "The current name of Estados Unidos Mexicanos is appropriate because it reflects a sense of
unity for our country," said Rafael Rodriguez Barrera, coordinator of the PRI delegation in the lower
house.

Leading academics support plan
Calderon's proposal has received some support from the intellectual community, which sees this
as a symbolic opportunity to set Mexico apart from the US. "We are subordinated economically,
politically, and socially to the gringos," said Ignacio Burgoa Orihuela, considered one of Mexico's
top constitutional scholars. "Legally, by definition, it is the wrong name."
Historian Lorenzo Meyer says Mexico's current formal name was developed in the 19th century by
a group of elite politicians who viewed the US with a mixture of admiration and envy. "Maybe we
should just erase Mexico and keep United States," said Meyer, a member of the faculty at Colegio de
Mexico. "That's the sad truth: we are an extension of that country."
But other analysts differ with Meyer's interpretation. Some accounts indicate the name Estados
Unidos Mexicanos was an attempt by the then ruling elite to develop a federalist system of
government. This effort failed because power has remained centralized in Mexico City. Some
dissenters view Calderon's proposal as trivial. "It is a perfect and complete waste of time," said
author and columnist Carlos Monsivais. "We are inhabitants of Mexico, and nobody says 'United
Mexican States.'"
Calderon's proposal faces an uphill battle because of the divided nature of the Congress. The
initiative would first have to be approved by a special commission in the lower house and then by
the full Chamber of Deputies. If the proposal advances beyond this stage, the measure would then
have to come up for a vote in the Senate.
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"This is an initiative that could have come from any party. It is without ideological tint, except for
an element of nationalism," said political analyst Jose Antonio Crespo Mendoza of the Centro de
Investigacion y Docencia Economica (CIDE). "But, as with everything proposed by one party, the
others are likely to oppose it simply in the name of politics."
An informal poll conducted by the television network Televisa indicates that a name change is not
at the top of the list of priorities for ordinary Mexicans. In the poll, 60% of respondents opposed a
name change. "The government, instead of inventing idiocies like this, should be working to save
our culture, our customs, our identity," a citizen in Sonora state told The New York Times. (Sources:
CNI en Linea, 01/22/03; Agencia de noticias Proceso, 01/22/03, 01/23/03; El Universal, The Dallas
Morning News, 01/24/03; The New York Times, 01/26/03; Associated Press, 01/24/03, 01/28/03)
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